SLAVA POLUNIN (Creator) was born in a small town in Russia, far from the big city. His childhood was spent in forests, fields and by a river. He lived in the world of fantasies, and liked to invent new things and make up stories. He built four-story tree houses and snow towns and organized funny parties for his friends. Through TV and cinema he fell in love with the great clowns and mimes. His biggest dream was to become a clown. He was so passionate about this that, at the age of 17, he went to Leningrad and joined a mime studio and so began his long-term quest to reclaim and re-establish the art and craft of the true clown. Influenced by great artists such as Chaplin, Marcel Marceau and Engibarov and building on his innate talents, Slava and his theatre company Litsedei, founded in 1979, took clowning out of the circus onto the streets, and from there into the major theatres of the world.

Slava’s reputation grew rapidly and people traveled miles to learn his unique mix of alternative clowning and visual theatre. Slava’s former students have gone on to form their own companies and many have been cast in productions of Cirque du Soleil or enjoyed successful independent careers.

Slava first brought his theatre to England in 1988. His three performances at the Hackney Empire were enough to establish his name overnight. Five years later he gathered together the highlights of his repertoire and the resulting show, SNOWSHOW (formerly called Yellow), was hailed as a triumph, winning him a Time Out Award. Following this London success, he toured North America with Cirque du Soleil’s production of Alegría, which continues to feature excerpts from SNOWSHOW. He won the Olivier Award for Best Entertainment during a sold-out run at the Old Vic, London in 1997. SNOWSHOW is now touring the world and has been performed in 25 countries to more than 1 million patrons.

In 1989, Slava led a group of 150 clowns on a six-month tour of major capitals of Eastern and Western Europe in a procession called The Mir (Peace) Caravan. Up to 50 local companies joined them at each stop, boosting the huge troupe even further!  He still acts as President of the Academy of Fools, which he founded, and which has created more than 30 productions including the first Russian Mime-Parade (pantomime) theatre festival (1982); the first international Mime and Clowns Festival in Russia (1985); Licei, the first Russian street festival (1987); Congress of Fools, the first theatre clown festival (1988); Mir Caravan (1989); The Wall (1991); Three Nights, the first carnival in St. Petersburg since 1917 (1992); Crazy Women, the world’s first international female clown festival (1993); Dram cimphony; Ship of Fools; Parade of Carnivals; Clowns of XX Century; and Three carnivals.

SNOWSHOW, like all of Slava’s work, is best described as a work in progress, constantly changing and comprising new inventions, new inspirations and new ideas. Slava recently premiered Diabolo in Europe and is working on three other creations: Baden-Baden, Schisok and Ship of Fools, which will soon be released. Slava’s creative aspiration is to lead theatrical clowning into the 21st century while entrancing family audiences around the world.

